
most foreign ports including Paris, Rouen, Havre,
Marseilles, Cherbourg, Dunkirk, and Lorient in
France, all ports, and places in Russia, Netherlands,
Belgium, and from Hamburg and Altona in Germany.
Also any other place where cholera may bo known to
be prevailing, or may hereafter prevail, will be included
in the list.

Pasteur's Birthday.
—

On December 27th, being
the seventieth birthday of M. Pasteur, a reception was

tendered him at the Academy of Sciences. President
Carnot, who was present with the cabinet and diplo-
matic corps, embraced M. Pasteur amid the wild cheers
of the audience. The gold medal of the Academy was

given him and addresses were made by several of the
members, all of which moved M. Pasteur deeply.

NEW ENGLAND.

Mortality in Boston. — The mortality in Boston
for the last week rose to 30.2. The number of deaths
was 274, of which 14 died of diphtheria, scarlet fever
4, consumption 29, pneumonia 43. The number of
persons over sixty years of age was 53.

A Gift to Dartmouth Coi.i.hge.— Dr. Ralph
Butterfield, of Kansas City, a graduate of the College
in 1839, has bequeathed $180,000 to the College for
the purpose of founding a professorship in archaeology
and kindred subjects and for the erection of a suitable
building. The donor acquired his property iu business
and not by the practice of medicine.

NEW YORK.

Insane Patients at Bellevue Hospital. —

During the year from October 1, 1891, to October 1,
1892, there were admitted to the insane wards of
Bellevue Hospital 2,000 patients, against 1,950 during
the preceding jear. This is about the proportions of
increase from year to year, and it has at least kept
pace with the growth of the city's population.

The Socikty op Mkdical Jurisprudence.—
The tenth annual banquet of the Society of Medical
Jurisprudence and State Medicine was held at the
Hoffman House tho week before Christmas, and some

two hundred physicians and lawyers were present.
One of the principal speakers was Dr. Win. A. Ham-
mond, of Washington, who dwelt on the extreme con-

servation of the medical profession. In the course of
his remarks he spoke of his own strong opposition to
execution by electricity when the law providing for
this was passed, aud said that he now frankly admitted
that ho had made a mistake, having since become sat-
isfied that that method is very much preferable to hang-
ing.

Spurious Hydrophobia.
—

A case of what was

apparently spurious hydrophobia occurred recently in
Jersey city, since the dog by whom the patient, was

bitten, five weeks previous to the attack, was ascer-

tained not to be suffering from rabies. The man, who
was twenty-eight years of age, was taken to the Jersey
City Hospital suffering from all the usual symptoms of

hydrophobia, and died in great agony on December
20th.

Mortality op Brooklyn.—The annual report
of Health Commissioner Griffin, of Brooklyn, shows
that during the year ending December 1, 1892, there
were recorded 19,683 deaths in the city of Brooklyn.
Of these 2,172 were caused by pneumonia, 1,983 by
phthisis, 902 by bronchitis, and 1,226 by summer

diarrhoea and cholera infantum ; 856 deaths are due to
violence.

A Memorial to the Employees who died op
Typhus.

—

At a meeting of the Board of Health held
December 28tb, a resolution was adopted recording its
high appreciation of the services of four employees
of the department and one member of the Sanitary
Police force who died while in tho performance of
their duties during the outbreak of typhus from last
spring. A second resolution provided that a suitable
tablet in commeration of their services shall bo erected
at Riverside Hospital on North Brother Island.

Tvpiius Fever. — Quite a number of cases of
typhus have been discovered during the past week.
On December 29th a German baker, with his wife and
child, all suffering from the disease, were removed from
a tenement house on Division Street to the hospital
for contagious diseases on North Brother Island. On
the following day no less than six cases of typhus
were found, and on Tuesday it was reported that fifty-
three had been discovered, all persons who had been
inmates of down-town lodging-houses. Tho Board of
Health is naturally watching those houses very closely,
and every night a physician of the Department is sent
to each of them to make a personal inspection of the
lodgers.

Reported Death at One Hundred and Twenty-
pour Years.

—

A Polish woman, a native of Wilna,
Russia, died December 26th, said to be one hundred
and twenty-four years of age. Two years ago at the
age of one hundred and twenty-two years, she emi-
grated to this country with other members of her
family. Her grandsou, who is almost forty years old,
states that the birth record in Wilna will show that she
was born in May, 1768. She says that she was mar-
ried twice, and that her first husband died " nearly a

hundred years ago."
 -

 

Miscellany
CHEAP STATISTICS FROM MASSACHUSETTS.1

When a person who knows nothing about vital
statistics, or the various purposes for which they are

used, is placed in charge of the compilation of such
data for a State, one would suppose that he would,
before going very far with the work, begin to realize
his own ignorance and study with respectful attention
the method of his predecessors This, however, does
not seem to have been the case with the editor of the
Fiftieth Report of Births, Marriages, and Deaths in

1 The Engineering Rocord.
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the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the year 1891,
recently issued.

He explains that he does not give in this report the
elaborate tables of ratio given in previous reports, be-
cause such data " are, if to any one, of value only to
the statistician who might well himself devote the
time and labor necessary to ascertaining the facts de-
sired." He will not use " uncertain data, such, for
instance, as an estimated population"—no—this
reformer thinks it better to use data which every one
will admit are certainly wrong, being the population
reported by the census for a different year. He says
that his reduction of the size and expense of the report
is radical, and it remains to be seen whether the idea
" commends itself to the good sense of the people of the
Commonwealth." Of one thing we are certain, and
that is that this report as compared with the long Beries
of valuable and instructive registration reports which
have been issued by the State of Massachusetts is dis-
appointing and unsatisfactory to those who study and
use such documents, and is discreditable not only to
its editor but to the Secretary of State who has em-

ployed him. For a number of years these registration
reports have been edited under the direction of the
State Board of Health, and have steadily increased in
interest and value, both as educational documents for
the people of the State, and as the most reliable and
useful works for the use of students of vital statistics
which this country produced. ..The contrast between
this " cheap " report and the previous one as to fulness,
interest and practical value is very great ; the " cheap-
ness " has been attained by not doing the work, and
we do not believe that this kind of cheapness will be
approved by any one who is competent to judge of the
merits of the case.'

THE NEW YORK QUARANTINE.
In a letter sent in reply to a communication received

by him from the managers of the steamship lines in
referenco to his conduct of quarantine during the recent
cholera visitation, Health Officer Jenkins has taken
occasion to defend the course pursued by him from the
reflections contained in the report of the Quarantine
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, with its
accompanying report of the advisory committee of
physicians. In the course of it, he says: " It is mani-
fest to them (his critics), that a great triumph has been
achieved, under circumstances the most trying, in the
face of a threatened invasion of unprecedented force,
and with resources not intended to cope with so serious
an emergency. They recognize the fact that this was

done ata sacrifice of public convenience and individual
comfort which bore but very slight proportion to the
magnitude of the danger to be averted, and they are aware

that without diligent, faithful anil intelligent services
somewhere it could not have been done at all." After
acknowledging the efficient co-operation of the city
authorities of New York, he goes on to Bay : " I venture
to say that any system of quarantine supervision which
should tend to interfere with this concert of action
between the State and municipal authorities most

directly intended in warding off the attacks of infectious
disease, would not only be contrary to the spirit of our

institutions, but detrimental to public safety."
At a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce held

December 20th, the report of the committee on Quaran-
tine was unanimously adopted, after a number of pro-

minent members had spoken in favor of a national
quarantine.

It is announced from Albany that the State Board of
Commissioners of Quarantine has decided to recom-
mend to the legislature the improvement and enlarge-
ment of Hoffman Island for the accommodation of a

larger number of steerage passengers, and also to pro-
vide a suitable place for the reception of cabin pas-
sengers who may be detained in New York Bay on
account of the presence of infectious diseases on in-
coming steamers. For the latter class the commissoners
propose either to build a ship capable of accommodat-
ing ñve hundred passengers or to fit up a new station
south of the present quarantine islands. It is probable
that the use of Fire Island as a quarantine station will
be discontinued and the island sold, for the reason that
the laws of the State expressly prohibit the use of any
part of Long Island for quarantine purposes.

THE TREATMENT OF CHOLERA IN HAMBURG.
During the recent epidemic of cholera in Hamburg

an opportunity was given to test the large number of
drugs which had been recommended in different places
by different authors. In some cases special wards or

buildings received patients who were treated by some
method from which great gain was expected. None
of these proved to have been of any great service.
Among the internal remedies may be mentioned opium,
camphor, salol, creolin, naphthol, arseniate of copper,
caffein and calomel. As in other epidemics, the mor-

tality was at first very high, but later fell.
At a recent meeting of the Society for Clinical

Medicine in Berlin, Dr. Heyse describes the resulta of
different therapeutical measures during the recent
epidemic in Hamburg. When he first arrived in the
city there was an impression that all special means
of treatment had failed in severe cases. By far the
greatest benefit was obtained by the infusion of warm

saline solutions ; the quantity injected generally
amounted to from one and a half to two litreB. Hy-
podermic infusion introduced a certain quality of fluid
into the system ; the intravenous did the same, with
the addition of warmth which passed directly to the
heart and produced vigorous and permanent stimulus.
As an immediate result the heart sounds became much
more audible, cyanosis disappeared, the respiration
became calm, and the pulse slow and strong ; the pain-
ful cramps in the legs also speedily disappeared. The
improvement usually lasted from three to five hours,
occasionally only an hour and a half. Usually three
infusions a day were sufficient. A hot bath of ten or
twelve minutes was very grateful to the patient, and
raised the temperature at least one degree. The in-
fusions were ¿commonly given only in the early days
of the illness ; they were considered sometimes danger-
ous in the typhoid stage. Opium apparently did no

good and often harm. The only drug which proved of
use was calomel given in doses up to seven and a half
grains. Washing out the stomach and tannin entero-
clysis were useful as symptomatic remedies in croupous
diarrhoea and tenesmus. Washing out the stomach
might be dangerous both to the patient and to those
attending him if a tube was used.

A separate ward was assigned to Professor Hueppe,
of Prague, in order that he might try a method of cur-

ing cholera which had not been made public. As after
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a few days it became evident that tho method was not
working very well, no more cases were assigned to him ;
and so it happened that in time all his patients were
dead, and no one was left to tell the world of what his
method consisted.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AND BURIAL IN
CHINA.

A correspondent sends the following with a

request for publication, which the Journal gives with-
out assuming any responsibility :

A Boston lady now in Shanghai wrote home, that riding
out one day, " we passed a cemetery where the coffins were
out in the field, each in a little clay and tile house. AVe
noticed that many of the graves or tombs were covered
with straw, bound down upon them, and were told that this
was always done, if the one left there had died of a con-
tagious disease such as cholera or small pox."

Having written homo this, and having been asked for
further explanation of the practice, this lady wrote again:

" Chung King (which you asked about) is practically as
far from us as from you. It is up the Yangtse Kiang two
or three thousand miles, up above the rapids. It takes a

person six or seven weeks to get there, the way is so diffi-
cult. Just now, small-pox is plenty here in Shanghai, and
there is always more or less cholera, but no one thinks of it
at all. You go about just as at home. I haven't the least
fear.

" You may know, but it was new to me, that here the
people drop their coffins anywhere in the fields, by the side
of the road in groups or singly. Sometimes they build a
little brick tomb over them, sometimes pile loose bricks,
tiles or stone, sometimes earth, and sometimes nothing at
all ; but it is the custom when the death has been from
cholera, small pox, or other extremely contagious or infec-
tious disease, to cover the coffin simply with straw, and we

have seen a good many of them with fresh straw lately. I
suppose it is small-pox. So when we see one near the road,
we close the carriage window as we pass, and then don't,
think of it again. At home 1 should be frightened ; here,
as no one else is, I am not. That bears out-'s theory
about the foolishness of placarding houses where scarlet
fever, etc., is inside, and frightening people ; but all say
here with proper care, cleanliness, etc., and not coming in
actual contact with the disease, there is no danger."

Many years ago, when cholera first began to alarm
Americans, Boston's then most eminent physician, said :
" Let it remain with us three years, and it will attract no
more attention than consumption, which is, in fact, the
more fatal disease."

THERAPEUTIC NOTES.
Mistura Glycyrrhiz^s Composita. — Stephen1

recommends the following method of making this mix-
ture, which affords no sediment whatever.

14 Acaciaipulv. 3 B8.
Ext. glyeyrrhiza)pulv. 3 SB.
Saccharlpulv. 3 »8.
Spta. ¡nib.nit. 3 Bs.
Vln. antlinonll. 31.
Tr. oplicainph. 311.
A qua:dest., . . 3 jelt.

Having mixed well the powders, add six fluid ounces
of water gradually and rub to a paste. Place this in
an evaporating dish and heat until perfectly fluid. Add
the sweet spirit of nitre, wino of antimony and pare-
goric and enough water to make the required amount.

Formulae for the Administration op the
Salts of Strontium.2 — A note in the Revue de

' American Journal of Pharmacy, November.
" Therapeutic Gazette, November.

Thérapeutique Medico-Chirurgicale for August 1,
1892, states that the bromide and iodide of strontium
are prescribed in the same manner as are similar salts
of sodium, with the difference that they must be given
in larger doses,

—

namely, from two to four drachms
a day ; doses which in the case of the potassium salt
would produce too much gastric intolerance. The fol-
lowing prescriptions are given for the use of the brom-
ide of strontium :

R Syrup oforange. 3 vi.
Syrup of bitterorange. 3 vl.
Powdered broinido of strontium ... 3 iij.

A toaspoonful to be taken at a dose.
M.

A solution of the iodide of strontium may be given
in the following manner :

14 Distilledwater.
Iodide of strontium ....

A dOBsertspoonful at a dose.

3*.
3 v.

Lactate of strontium is administered in the dose of
90 to 120 grains a day, and the nitrate is prescribed
iu cases of articular rheumatism.

The following prescription is given for the lactate
of strontium :

14 Pure lactate of strontium .... 3 xiv.
Distilledwater.3 viil. M.

Dessertspoonful at a dose.
The dose of the nitrate of strontium is six drachms

or more a day.

RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH OF SISTER
MARIA.

At a meeting of the the Staff of the Boston Chil-
dren's Hospital held December 26, 1892, it wa8 voted
to transmit to the Mother Superior of the Sisters of
St. Margaret the following resolution:

That in the death of Sister Maria the Children's Hos-
pital has sustained a great loss. Her career of usefulness
which had just begun has been cut short. Her zealous
kindly efforts in conducting the affairs of the Hospital were
appreciated by all who came in contact with her. Her
loving fidelity to duty, and her tender care of children
made her beloved by them one and all. To the Sisters of
St. Margaret the members of the Staff extend their heart-
felt sympathy, and join with them in deploring the removal
of one so well fitted to perform the duties assigned her in
life.

T. M. Rotch, Stajf Secretary.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD,
For the week ending December 24, in Boston, according to ob-

servations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith, of the United
States Signal Corps:—

Date.

Baro-
meter

S...18
M ..111
T.. 20
W.21
T ..22
F „US
S..21

BtV

29.97
29.KG
29.84
80.18
¡Kl.OO
29.79
29.68

Thermom-
eter.

Relative
humidity.

20.00 24 I 30 17 72 57 04

Direction
of wind. Velocityof wind.

N.W,
S.W.
w.
w.
w.

s.w.
N.W.

S.W.
S.W.
N.W.
w.
w.
w.

N.W.

We'th'r

0.08

0.01

• O.,cloudy! C..clears F., fKir; O., foRi ll.,lwizy S.,Hmokyi 11.,ruin; T..threat-
ening! N., wow. 1 Indicates trace of rainfall. BUT- Mean for week.

meteorological record,
For the week ending December 24, in Boston, according to ob-

servations itiruisbed by Sergeant J. W. Smith, of the United
States Signal Corps:—

Biiro-
motor

Thermom-
eter.

2D.97
29.88
211.84
30.18
¡«1.(10
89.79
29.68

Itolatlve
humidity.

Or 20.00 24 I 30 17 72 57 04

Direction
of wind. Velocityof wind.

N.W.
S.W.
W.
w.
w.

s.w.
N.W.

S.W.
S.W.
N.W.
w.
w.
w.

N.W

Wo'tu'r.

0.
o.
N.
F.
0.
F.
N.

• O., cloudy i C,clean F.,Iain O., foRi ll.,luizy S.,Hmokyi K.,riili); '1'., thrcat-
enlngi N., »now. \ Indicates trace of rainfall. ai~ Mean for week.
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